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RAWDON  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


HNNU75L  REPORT  1903. 


As  in  many  other  districts  we  have  had  an 
exceptionally  healthy  year,  due  in  great  measure  to 
the  cool  rainy  summer.  The  number  of  both 
Notifiable  and  Non-notifiable  Infectious  Diseases 
has  been  much  below  the  average  while  sickness 
generally  has  been  markedly  less.  There  were  but 
33  deaths  (14  of  which  occurred  in  persons  over  70 
years  of  age)  and  I  have  to  look  back  to  1893  to 
find  so  small  a  record — in  that  year  there  were  30 
in  a  population  of  3091  against  the  present  33  in  a 
population  of  3202.  Death-Rate=10*3  per  1000 
per  annum. 

The  number  of  Births ,  63,  shows  a  marked 
increase  on  last  year’s  48,  but  is  still  below  the 
average,  the  rate  being  19 ’6  per  1000  per  annum,  as 
against  an  average  of  the  proceeding  10  years  of 
20 '9  per  1000  per  annum. 

Sixteen  cases  of  Infectious  Disease  were  notified. 
Scarlet  Fever  7  (2  of  which  proved  fatal),  Enteric 
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Fever  2  (1  fatal),  Erysipelas  3,  Diphtheria  2,  and 
Small-Pox  1. 

The  case  of  Small- Pox  was  undoubtedly  brought 
from  Scarborough,  the  patient  attacked  having  been 
in  contact  with  a  case  while  there*  On  the  disease 
declaring  itself  permission  was  obtained  from  the 
Leeds  authorities,  on  whom  we  had  no  claim  and 
whose  action  in  the  matter  very  probably  saved  us 
from  a  serious  spread  of  the  disease,  and  the  patient 
removed  to  the  Leeds  Small- Pox  Hospital,  the  same 
authority  carrying  out  all  the  necessary  disinfection 
of  the  premises.  A  number  of  people  had  come  in 
contact  with  the  patient  before  the  nature  of  the 
disease  was  ascertained,  but  these  were  with  only 
one  exception  promptly  vaccinated, 

The  Scarlet  Fever  origin  was  traced  to  a 
neighbouring  township,  but  no  cause  could  be  found 
for  either  the  Enteric  or  Diphtheria  outbreaks. 

The  Isolation  Hospital  is  still  unopened. 

The  condition  of  the  Slaughter  Houses  is  satis¬ 
factory. 

The  past  year  shows  another  great  improvement 
in  the  Cowsheds ,  but  many  yet  require  radical  treat¬ 
ment  before  they  can  be  considered  satisfactory. 

The  Water  Supply  continues  both  good  and 
ample — it  still  has  a  marked  action  on  lead,  though 
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only  one  case  of  lead  poisoning  has  come  to  my 
notice.  How  many  cases  of  deterioration  in  health, 
short  of  actual  poisoning  are  traceable  to  this  cause 
it  would  be  impossible  to  say.  So  long  as  lead 
service  pipes  are  used  there  must  always  be  risk  and 
with  such  pipes  water  must  be  allowed  to  flow  freely 
before  drawing  off  for  drinking  purposes. 

WALTER  W.  CHAMBERLAIN, 


MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH. 


Fable  1.  FOR  WHOLE  DISTRICT. 
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